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Reiwa! Domo Arigato!

A new Emperor, A New Era, Reigning Hospitality

May was a monumental month for Japan, and a group of
community based and state leaders experienced Japan up
close and personal during this very special time. While
congratulations and public and commercial banners waved
“Reiwal” Georgians were able to enjoy mutual harmony with
Japanese friends.

The Japan Foundation kindly hosted our visit and we
benefitted from briefings about trade, education and work force,
demographic shifts, investments and so much more which are
impacting both US and Japan.

Briefings by the Japan Foundation, the Japan Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Keidanren, JETRO and private sector
executives were substantive while celebrating the decades
long relationship Georgia and Japan have enjoyed. Trading
partners were discussed, along with direct investments that
have mutually benefitted both sides of the Pacific. The Japan
Foundation creates global opportunities to foster friendship,
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trust and mutual understanding through culture, language and
dialogue. This special trip is a Gen-J program.

Current trade issues and workforce concerns were mutually
affirmed. Background information shared from Consul General
Takashi Shinozuka - the highly regarded member of the
Ambassadorial Corps - was very helpful as the various issues
were described.

The timing of the visit coincided with President Trump s
visit with the new Emperor - the first world leader to visit
him; meetings and other time with Prime Minister Abe were
priorities. It was also prior to the Osaka G20 Summit, so the
world" s positive focus is on Japan.

We all appreciated the personal and professional attention of
Yumiko Nakazono whose excellent reputation is well deserved
and leads the Japan Office of the Georgia Department of
Economic Development.

Georgia leaders shared pride in Georgia based companies who
benefit from investing and employing in Japan - among the
largest are JASG members AFLAC, Coca-Cola, Delta Air Lines -

and a variety of other goods and services producers. Numerous
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Japanese corporations invest in Georgia, ranging from
manufacturers of all terrain vehicles, automotive parts and tires;
financial services and more.

Sustainability 5.0 is a new initiative of Keidanren, the very
influential association of corporations and their executives.
Environmental sustainability and reduction of poverty and peace
are all priorities.

JETRO recently conducted a survey and results included more
than half of Japanese corporations are planning expansions in
the US. JETRO is another resource used by many US businesses
and available for more opportunities.

Some of the Georgia delegates traveled to Osaka and Kyoto
with visits to innovative Daikin Corporation.

Kitakyushu hosted others from Georgia and is home to TOTO
corporate headquarters, also with a significant manufacturing
plant and North American headquarters in Georgia - led by
JASG Chair of the Board Bill Strang. A Nippon Steel tour and
briefing were conducted - with traditional and contemporary
methods of production. They also noted the joint venture with
Arcelor Mittal in the US.

Along the way, leaders from Athens - Blaine Williams; Global
Atlanta -Trevor Williams; Dublin - Mayor Phil Best, Rome - Al
Hodge, and Savannah- Mayor Pro Tem Carol Bell and Chair of
City Council Julian Miller were treated to cultural experiences,
shrines, historic places tours, and lots of tasty and nutritious
food. Trade, investment and sustainability were discussed and
new friends were made during the special evening with our
friends of the Kitakyushu Chamber of Commerce.

Georgia is mighty proud to be the State Host for the Japan
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- Southeast US Association in Savannah in October. With
leadership from Governor Brian Kemp, Commissioner Pat
Wilson and Deputy Commissioner, International Trade Mary
Waters - with extra special coordination with Yumiko Nakazono
- the Conference is certain to be substantive, with warm
hospitality. We look forward to tremendous participation of
Japanese executives in this meaningful conference.

I am honored to be a member and officer of the Japan America
Society of Georgia, and The Japan Foundation is a very
significant partner with the Society. We are grateful for their
continuous support. It is through programs, public policy
awareness and advocacy and the forever important relationships
that prosperity between nations, states and communities are
achieved.

On behalf of Georgians who enjoyed this extraordinary
experience we say Domo Arigatol
(AL Hodge)
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Name Title

School/Organization

Ms. Tara Ranzy Principal International Charter Academy of Georgia

Ms. Jenna Gable ESOL Teacher West End Elementary School

Ms. Michelle Cole-Spence | ESOL Teacher Peeples Elementary School
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